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REPORT  ON  THE  HEALTH  OF  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1947. 


T o the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee 
of  the  Isle  of  Wight  County  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  1947  on  the  Health  and  Vital  Statistics  of  the 
Isle  of  Wight. 

Although  the  report  for  economy  reasons  will  be  a short  one,  I have  added  a few  extra  tables  to  show  the 
trends  of  certain  of  the  infectious  diseases,  etc.  during  the  last  ten  years. 

The  points  of  interest  in  the  report  are  a further  increase  in  the  number  of  births  and  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  diphtheria  ; the  details  of  the  infantile  paralysis  epidemic  during  the  summer  and  autumn,  and  the  Registrar 
General’s  estimation  of  the  population  which  shows  an  increase  of  2,370  over  1946. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  County  Clerk,  the  County  Accountant  and  their 
staffs  for  their  help  in  preparing  for  your  approval  the  various  schemes  called  for  by  Circular  1 18/47  in  connection 
with  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946.'  To  my  own  staff  also  I tender  my  appreciation  and 
thanks  ; to  the  Medical  Officers  for  all  the  extra  work  put  in  by  them  during  the  poliomyelitis  epidemic,  and  to 
the  office  staff  for  the  extra  effort  made  by  them  which  enabled  me  to  have  the  various  proposals  ready  by  the 
required  dates. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

County  Hall,  Your  obedient  Servant, 

Newport,  I.W.  WILLIAM  S.  WALLACE. 

June,  1948. 

Throughout  this  Report  the  figures  in  brackets  refer  to  those  of  the  previous  year. 

TABLE  I.— VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  ALL  DISTRICTS— 1947. 


Area. 

Rural 

District 

Cowes. 

Newport. 

Ryde. 

Sandown- 

Shanklin. 

Ventnor. 

Whole 

County. 

England  & 
Wales  : Rate 
per  1000 

No.  of  live  births 

336 

319 

390 

379 

229 

127 

1780 

Males  ... 

169 

166 

199 

195 

122 

70 

921 

Females 

167 

153 

191 

184 

107 

57 

859 

No.  of  still  births 

4 

3 

8 

4 

3 

7 

29 

Males  ... 

4 

1 

5 

2 

2 

2 

16 

Females 

— 

2 

3 

2 

1 

5 

13 

Live  Birth-rate  per  1000  population 

21.2 

20.3 

19.2 

19.4 

18.2 

22.1 

19.8 

20.5 

Still  Birth-rate  per  1000  total  (live 

and  still)  births  ... 

11.8 

9.3 

20.1 

10.4 

12.9 

52.2 

16.0 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of 

age  per  1000  live  births  ... 

35.7 

53.3 

33.3 

31.7 

30.6 

55.1 

38.2 

41.0 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in 
consequence  of  child  birth — 

(a)  From  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  From  other  causes 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all 

1 

ages)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 

years  of  age) 

2 

— 

2 

2 

2 

2 

10 

Total  No.  of  Deaths 

247 

214 

236 

293 

210 

115 

1315 

Males 

126 

109 

124 

128 

100 

44 

631 

Females 

121 

105 

112 

165 

110 

71 

684 

Crude  death-rate  per  1000  population 
Population  — Registrar  General’s 

15.6 

13.6 

11.6 

15.0 

16.7 

20.0 

14.7 

12.0 

Estimate  ... 

15840 

15720 

20310 

19530 

12600 

5750 

89750 
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BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  live  births  was,  1780  (1616),  giving  a birth  rate  of  19.8  per  1,000  population  (18.5).  This 
is  the  highest  birth  rate  recorded  on  the  Island  since  1921,  when  it  was  21.4  per  1,000  living.  One  hundred  and 
six  of  these  were  illegitimate  as  against  141,  148  and  123  for  the  previous  three  years. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Sixty-eight  infants  died  in  the  first  year  of  life  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  38.2  (30.9).  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  41.  Among  illegitimate  infants  the  rate  was  75.5  per  1,000  illegitimate  births. 


DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  and  corrected  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  was  1,315,  631  males 
and  684  females.  Of  these,  69.3  per  cent  (71.2)  were  over  64  years  of  age. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  deaths  from  certain  conditions  with  the  corresponding  figures 
for  the  previous  year  : — 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

46 

(33) 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

7 

(5) 

Cancer 

202 

(186) 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System 

502 

(454) 

Diphtheria 

2 

(-) 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

1 

(-) 

Sanitary  Authority. 

Population  at 
1931  Census. 

Registrar  General's  Estimate 
of  Population  for : 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

I. W.  Rural  District  ... 

16538 

14110 

14180 

15440 

15840 

Cowes  U.D.  ... 

16022 

14350 

14700 

15420 

15720 

Newport  M.B. 

18864 

17540 

18170 

19810 

20310 

Ryde  M.B 

18472 

16740 

17590 

19080 

19530 

Sandown-Shanklin  U.D. 

11615 

9770 

10560 

12020 

12600 

Ventnor  U.D. 

6943 

4760 

5150 

5610 

5750 

Whole  County  ... 

88454 

77270 

80350 

87380 

89750 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


(a)  Medical.  Whole-time. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Tuberculosis  Officer  and 
School  Medical  Officer 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  (including  tuber- 
culosis, maternity  and  child  welfare,  and  school 
medical  services)  and  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  to  various  districts 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  (mainly  mater- 
nity and  child  welfare,  and  school  medical 
services)  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Radiologist 

Dental  Surgeon  (Schools  and  maternity  and  child 
welfare  services) 

Assistant  Dental  Surgeons  ... 

Visiting  Medical  Officer,  Parkhurst  Institution 
and  St.  Mary’s  Hospital 

Orthopaedic  Consulting  Surgeon  ... 

(b)  Others.  Whole-time. 

Dental  Nurse  ... 

Dental  Attendants 


Physiotherapist 


Speech  Therapist 


William  S.  Wallace,  M.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

John  Mills,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Appointed  1-3-47). 

(Deputy  County  Medical  Officer). 

H.  Calvey,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Appointed  1-11-46). 
(Resigned  31-12-47). 


Anne  Simpson,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Charlotte  Forsyth,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Eric  Gordon  Barker,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.M.R.E. 


Frederick  George  Harvey,  B.D.S. 

Gerald  Simons,  L.D.S. 

Herbert  John  Nicholls,  L.D.S. 

Clement  K.  Sylvester,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Henry  Heber  Langston,  M.B.,  B.S.,  F.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 


Miss  F.  Willis,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Ingham.  (Resigned  30-11-47). 

Mrs.  D.  Dunn.  (Appointed  1-12-47). 

Miss  M.  Ayr  ess. 

Miss  Annette  Baldwin,  C.S.P.  (Resigned  30-6-47). 
Miss  P.  Twort,  M.C.S.F.,  M.E.,  L.E.T.  (Appointed 
3-10-47). 

Miss  P.  W.  Glover,  L.C.S.T.  (Appointed  1-9-47). 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

The  Tuberculosis  Officer,  Dr.  Calvey,  obtained  another  post  on  the  mainland  and  the  Council  then  decided 
that  the  work  of  the  Tuberculosis  Department  had  grown  to  such  an  extent  that  a whole  time  Tuberculosis 
Officer  for  the  Island  was  justified  and  Dr.  Easton  was  appointed  to  commence  duty  on  January  1st,  1948.  As 
Dr.  Calvey  was  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  certain  County  Districts,  it  was  necessary  to  consider  whether 
there  was  sufficient  work  for  another  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  who  would  also  act  as  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  County  Districts  of  Ryde,  Sandown-Shanklin  and  Ventnor.  The  Council  decided  that  this  was 
necessary  and  Dr.  Cameron  was  appointed  to  commence  duty  on  the  16th  February,  1948. 

National  Health  Insurance. — The  number  of  insured  persons  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  County  Insurance 
Committee’s  Register  in  1947  averaged  40,841  against  39,184  in  1946. 

Blind  Persons’  Act,  1920  and  1938. — There  were  130  blind  persons  registered  in  the  Island  at  the  end 
of  1947,  of  whom  none  were  under  school  age,  4 were  between  five  and  sixteen  years  of  age,  22  between  sixteen 
and  fifty,  and  1 1 0 over  fifty. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  187. 

Registration  of  Nursing  Homes. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  twenty-eight  Homes  were  registered  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  and  during 
the  year  three  applications  for  registration  were  received.  Two  registrations  were  withdrawn  during  the  year, 
because  the  owners  wished  to  close  down.  In  addition  one  home  was  transferred  to  new  management.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  there  were  twenty-nine  Nursing  Homes  registered,  eleven  for  maternity  cases  only,  eight  for 
maternity  and  other  patients,  and  ten  for  non-maternity  cases.  Eighty-seven  inspections  were  made  during  the 
year. 

Public  Education  in  Health. 

Nineteen  lectures  on  health  matters  were  given  by  the  medical  officers  to  various  organisations. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

TABLE  II.— SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  SAMPLES  FROM  EACH  AREA  SUBMITTED  TO  THE 
PUBLIC  ANAYLST  FOR  ANALYSIS  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1947. 


District. 

New  Milk. 

Other 

Samples. 

Total. 

Remarks. 

Bembridge 

4 

— 

4 

Brading 

1 

— 

1 

Cowes  ... 

9 

6 

15 

Chale  ... 

4 

— 

4 

One  milk  added  water.  Case  dismissed. 

Freshwater 

4 

7 

11 

Godshill 

1 

— 

1 

Gurnard 

4 

— 

4 

Newport 

21 

7 

28 

One  milk  deficient  in  fat  ; no  proceedings  taken. 

One  milk  added  water  ; summons  withdrawn. 

Niton  ... 

2 

— 

2 

One  milk  deficient  in  fat  ; seller  cautioned. 

Ryde 

19 

11 

30 

One  milk  deficient  in  fat  ; no  proceedings  taken. 

Sandown 

3 

2 

5 

Shanklin 

2 

5 

7 

Totland 

5 

3 

8 

One  milk  added  water.  Cautioned. 

Ventnor 

6 

3 

9 

One  milk  deficient  in  fat.  Cautioned. 

Whitwell 

2 

— 

2 

Yarmouth 

4 

2 

6 

One  milk  added  water.  Fined  £10. 

91 

46 

137 

In  addition,  25  samples  were  taken  on  behalf  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  Portsmouth  and  as  a 
result,  proceedings  were  taken  against  three  farmers,  two  of  whom  were  summoned  and  the  summonses  dismissed 
under  the  Probationers  of  Offenders  Act,  on  payment  of  costs.  No  information  has  been  received  from  Ports- 
mouth as  to  the  result  in  the  case  of  the  third  farmer. 

The  number  of  samples  examined  by  Public  Analyst  was  137,  of  which  91  were  milk.  Eighty-three  of  the 
milks  were  first  samples  and  eight  were  subsequent  samples.  Eight  of  the  first  samples,  9.6  per  cent,  were  certified 
to  be  below  the  minimum  standard  fixed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  (2.4  per  cent  in  1946  and 
4.8  per  cent  in  1945).  Of  the  ten  samples  which  were  below  standard,  one  was  discovered  to  contain  1.4  per 
cent  added  water.  Two  further  samples  were  taken  (appeal  to  cow)  and  these  proved  to  be  genuine.  The 
vendor  in  this  case  was  cautioned  and  proceedings  were  not  taken. 

Another  sample  was  10  per  cent  deficient  in  fat  and  a further  two  samples  (appeal  to  cow)  were  3.3  per  cent 
deficient  in  fat.  No  proceedings  were  taken  against  the  vendor  but  he  was  advised  to  consult  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture’s  Animal  Husbandry  Officer  with  a view  to  improving  the  quality  of  his  milk.  Two  other  samples 
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were  certified  by  the  Analyst  to  be  20  per  cent  and  5.6  per  cent  deficient  in  fat  but  after  investigation  the  con- 
clusion arrived  at  was  that  the  low  fat  content  in  the  milk  was  because  of  inability  on  the  part  of  the  producers 
to  provide  their  cattle  with  sufficient  concentrated  feeding  stuffs  and  grass.  In  consequence  of  these 
circumstances,  no  proceedings  were  taken  against  the  vendors  but  both  were  advised  to  consult  the  Ministry’s 
Animal  Husbandry  Officer  and  a further  sample  from  each  showed  that  the  quality  of  their  milk  had  risen  above 
the  average.  The  seventh  adulterated  sample  was  10  per  cent  deficient  in  fat  and  22  per  cent  added  water. 
This  was  an  informal  sample  and  a second  formal  sample  from  the  same  source  proved  genuine.  Finally 
three  cases  which  were  proved  to  have  added  water  to  the  tune  of  1 1 per  cent,  18.7  per  cent  and  18.2  per  cent, 
proceedings  were  taken,  with  the  following  results  ; case  one  fined  £10  ; in  case  two  the  summons  was 
dismissed  under  the  Probation  of  Offenders  Act  and  in  case  three  the  summons  was  withdrawn. 

The  following  list  shows  the  samples  taken  and  the  results  : — 


Description. 

Number. 

Genuine. 

Non-genuine. 

New  Milk  ... 

91  (84) 

83  (82) 

8 (2) 

Butter 

5 (10) 

5 (10) 

-(-) 

Margarine  ... 

3 (3) 

3 (3) 

-(-) 

Cooking  Fat 

3 (9) 

3 (9) 

-(-) 

Lard 

2 (2) 

2 (2) 

-(-) 

Jam  

6 (6) 

6 (6) 

-(-) 

Malt  Vinegar 

3 (-) 

3 (-) 

-(-) 

Peas  (canned) 

6 (-) 

6 (-) 

-(-) 

Lemon  Squash 

3 (-) 

3 (-) 

-(-) 

Cheese 

3 (-) 

3 (-) 

-(-) 

White  Pepper 

3 (-) 

3 (-) 

-(-) 

Self-Raising  Flour 

3 (-) 

3 (-) 

-(-) 

Aspirin  Tablets 

3 ( ) 

3 (-) 

-(-) 

Tincture  of  Iodine 

3 ( ) 

3 ( ) 

Totals  ... 

137  (114) 

131  (112) 

8 (2) 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  REGULATIONS,  1936-46. 

The  holders  of  licences  as  Tuberculin  Tested  producers  numbered  35  at  the  end  of  1946  and  57  at  the  end 
of  1947  and  the  Accredited  producers  numbered  61  and  51.  Fourteen  producers  transferred  from  the  Accredited 
Roll  to  the  Tuberculin  Tested  Roll  during  the  year  and  there  were  eleven  fresh  additions.  Seven  fresh  licences 
were  granted  to  Accredited  producers.  Three  Tuberculin  Tested  and  three  Accredited  producers  surrendered 
their  licences  during  the  year  as  they  had  given  up  their  farms,  and  one  Accredited  licence  was  suspended  on 
account  of  a contravention  of  the  conditions  of  the  licence.  This  producer  was  subsequently  re-instated  on  the 
Accredited  Roll. 

The  herds  of  thirty- two  of  the  fifty-seven  Tuberculin  Tested  producers  are  on  the  register  of  Attested  Herds 
kept  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

To  ensure  that  these  milks  reach  the  required  standard  of  bacteriological  cleanliness,  samples  are  examined 
at  least  once  a month  in  the  case  of  Tuberculin  Tested  producers  and  at  least  every  other  month  in  Accredited. 
If  a milk  is  unsatisfactory,  additional  follow-up  samples  are  taken. 

The  number  of  samples  examined  during  the  year  was  1,057  (1,049),  655  Tuberculin  Tested  and  402 
Accredited.  Of  these,  50  Tuberculin  Tested  samples  and  34  Accredited  failed  to  pass  the  tests. 

Mr.  I.  J.  C.  Friend,  Livestock  Husbandry  Advisory  Officer  of  the  National  Agricultural  Advisory  Service, 
was  informed  of  failures  as  they  occurred  and  he  visited  the  farms  and  advised  on  the  milking  methods. 

If  successive  samples  continue  to  fail,  the  conditions  under  which  the  licence  is  issued  are  not  being  complied 
with  and  the  registration  is  withdrawn.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  under  review,  the  records  of  all  producers 
were  scrutinised  by  the  appropriate  Sub-Committee  and  those  who  had  had  several  failures  (although  not 
successive  failures)  were  warned  by  letter  and  in  some  cases  licences  were  not  renewed  until  a prescribed 
number  of  clean  samples  were  obtained. 

The  total  number  of  animals  officially  tested  in  Tuberculin  Tested  and  Attested  Herds  during  1947  was 
3,695,  of  which  24  reacted  to  the  tuberculin  test  and  were  removed  from  the  herds. 

Under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  28  animals  were  slaughtered  during  1947  ; 7 from  Accredited  herds  and 
21  from  non-designated  herds. 

A total  of  214  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  herds  whose  milk  is  not  Tuberculin  Tested  and  is  retailed 
raw  without  heat  treatment  and  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli.  Three  of  these  milks  were 
found  to  be  positive  and  arrangements  were  at  once  made  with  the  producers  to  have  the  milk  heat  treated  at 
the  plant  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Creameries,  Ltd.  Meanwhile,  officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
took  appropriate  action  to  detect  and  deal  with  the  offending  animals. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

(CIVILIANS  ONLY) 

TABLE  III.— NOTIFICATIONS  MADE  TO  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH  DURING  THE 
YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1947. 


Isle  of 
Wight 
Rural 
District 

Cowes. 

Newport. 

Ryde. 

Sandown- 

Shanklin. 

Ventnor. 

Totals. 

Small  Pox 





— 

— 

— 

— 



Scarlet  Fever 

6 

5 

8 

5 

10 

7 

41 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

14 

2 

— 

1 

20 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

*'•  ^ • > 

>.  ■ -v- 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

Pneumonia 

6 

3 

3 

11 

1 

— 

24 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

5 

— 

3 

2 

4 

1 

15 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

- W4 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

11 

7 

4 

5 

13 

5 

45 

Encephalitis 

e 

;•  — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Polio-encephalitis 

i 

— 

nW 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

5 

1 

4 



3 

2 

15 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

1 

. — ■ 

— 

2 

Measles 

142 

38 

66 

198 

133 

28 

605 

Whooping  Cough  • 

9 

29 

31 

11 

18 

4 

102 

Dysentery  ... 

i ' 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Undulant  Fever  ... 

— - 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

Para  Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

14 

20 

26 

26 

15 

17 

118 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

4 

4 

7 

2 

5 

6 

28 

Totals  ... 

207 

108 

166 

264 

202 

72 

1019 

Measles  was  again  the  most  prevalent  infectious  disease  but  the  type  was  mild  and  there  were  no  deaths. 
Whooping  cough  and  scarlet  fever  were  slightly  less  prevalent  than  in  1946  but  the  number  of  notifications  of 
diphtheria  was  up  by  17  and  of  tuberculosis  by  38. 

Of  the  diphtheria  cases,  10  were  adults  and  10  children.  Of  the  10  children  attacked,  1 had  been  fully 
immunised.  The  two  deaths  aged  1 month  and  5 years  were  both  in  non-immunised  children. 

Like  the  rest  of  the  country,  the  Island  suffered  its  worst  recorded  epidemic  of  anterior  poliomyelitis  during 
the  summer  and  autumn  of  1947.  The  first  known  case  occurred  at  the  end  of  July  in  Newport  and  from  then  on 
until  September  27th,  cases  were  notified  every  week  and  after  that  cases  kept  cropping  up  at  intervals,  the  last 
being  notified  in  the  week  ending  December  13th.  In  all  45  cases  of  poliomyelitis  and  one  of  polio  encephalitis 
were  notified  during  the  year  and  of  these  two  died.  One  of  these  was  a visitor  and  the  death  was  not  assigned 
to  the  Island.  On  the  whole  the  disease  was  mild  and  the  majority  showed  no  or  only  slight  paralytic 
symptoms  and  of  the  44  cases  which  recovered,  only  4 are  left  with  any  paralysis.  Of  the  46  confirmed  cases, 
20  were  on  holiday  on  the  Island  when  attacked. 

As  so  many  of  the  notified  cases  only  showed  transient  paralysis,  it  is  highly  probable  that  many  more  cases 
aborted  in  the  pre-paralytic  stage  and  were  consequently  missed,  especially  in  the  early  summer.  The  wide- 
spread publicity  which  the  epidemic  received  all  over  the  country  undoubtedly  made  the  public  alive  to  the 
necessity  for  early  diagnosis  of  the  disease.  The  family  doctor  was  called  in  as  soon  as  there  was  any  suspicion  of 
illness  and  the  advice  and  help  of  the  Public  Health  Department  was  available  to  any  practitioner  who 
requested  it.  Early  isolation  at  the  Fairlee  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  was  made  possible  for  every  case  and 
this  may  have  accounted  for  the  fact  that  although  the  epidemic  reached  its  height  in  the  Island  during  the 
holiday  months,  when  the  population  was  probably  doubled,  yet  the  number  of  cases  was  not  unduly  high. 

The  two  deaths  occurred  in  patients  over  the  age  of  40  and  were  of  the  most  severe  type. 

A table  showing  the  number  of  cases  notified  each  week  during  August  and  September  when  the  epidemic 
was  at  its  height  is  attached.  Another  table  shows  the  age  groups  of  those  notified. 

IV.— TABLE  SHOWING  THE  DATE  WHEN  CASES  OF  POLIOMYELITIS  WERE  NOTIFIED. 


Week  Ending : — 

No  of  Cases. 

Week  Ending : — 

No  of  Cases. 

Week  Ending : — 

No  of  Cases. 

July  26th,  1947 

...  2 

September  20th,  1947 

1 

November  15th,  1947 

1 

August  2nd,  1947 

...  2 

September  27th,  1947 

...  3 

November  22nd,  1947 

...  — 

August  9th,  1947 

...  2 

October  4th,  1947 

— 

November  29th,  1947 

...  2 

August  16th,  1947 

...  2 

October  11th,  1947 

— 

December  6th,  1947 

...  — 

August  23rd,  1947 

...  3 

October  18th,  1947 

— 

December  13th,  1947 

1 

August  30th,  1947 

...  8 

October  25th,  1947 

...  5 

December  20th,  1947 

...  — 

September  6th,  1947  1 

...  4 

November  1st,  1947 

1 

December  27th,  1947 

— 

September  13  th,  1947 

...  7 

November  8th,  1947 

1 
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TABLE  IV.— CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  THE  ISLAND  DURING  1947, 

ACCORDING  TO  AGE  GROUP. 


Age. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Poliomye- 

litis. 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Under  1 

2 

— 



14 

13 

1 and  under  2 

— 

1 

2 

38 

11 

2 and  under  3 



1 

2 

69 

10 

3 and  under  4 

1 

2 

3 

53 

19 

4 and  under  5 

— 

3 

2 

87 

14 

5 and  under  10 

3 

22 

8 

284 

27 

10  and  under  15 

4 

6 

10 

33 

3 

15  and  under  20 

1 

3 

9 

9 

1 

20  and  under  35 

9 

2 

5 

11 

3 

35  and  under  45 

— 

— 

3 

3 

1 

45  and  under  65 

— 

1 

1 

4 

— 

65  and  over 

-4- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

20 

41 

45 

605 

102 

TABLE  V.— NOTIFICATIONS  OF  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  RECEIVED  DURING  THE 

PAST  TEN  YEARS. 


Disease. 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Small  Pox  ... 

H 1 

— 

— 

— 

. — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

62 

93 

58 

21 

47 

125 

116 

109 

66 

41 

Diphtheria  ... 

39 

14 

13 

4 

1 

9 

— 

6 

3 

20 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

2 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid 

— 

1 

1 — •. , 

— " 

— 

2 

— 

— 

34 

— 

Pneumonia 

31 

21 

38 

39 

18 

29 

20 

7 

23 

24 

Puerperal 
Pyrexia  . . . 

15 

22 

12 

20 

24 

15 

12 

13 

20 

15 

Cerebro 

Spinal  Men- 
ingitis 

1 

1 

20 

13 

3 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

Acute  Polio- 

myelitis  and 
Polio  En- 

cephalitis  ... 

14 

6 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

46 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

1 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Encephalitis 
Post  Vac- 

cinal 

— 

— 

• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Erysipelas  . . . 

17 

20 

9 

9 

11 

8 

8 

12 

17  ' 

15 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorium 

8 

3 

5 

5 

4 

6 

2 

2 

1 

2 

* Measles 

— 

5* 

121 

726 

77 

426 

975 

231 

566 

605 

* Whooping 
Cough 



1* 

7 

492 

56 

19 

316 

22 

153 

102 

Dysentery  . . . 

1 

— . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Undulant  ... 

— 

— 









Relapse 

— 

1 

— 

Brucella 

• 

Abortus  In- 
fection 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

* Notifiable  as  from  23-10-39. 
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IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 

The  percentage  of  children  immunised  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  approximately  as  shown  below.  The 
position  as  regards  school  children  is  not  so  good  as  it  ought  to  be  and  as  regards  children  under  5 years  it  is  most 
disappointing.  It  is  possible  that  the  figures  are  not  quite  a true  picture  because  very  few  general  practitioners 
notify  the  Public  Health  Department  when  they  carry  out  immunisation  in  private  practice.  Even  so  it  is  a 
gloomy  fact  that  a very  large  proportion  of  the  parents  are  too  apathetic  to  take  advantage  of  such  a well  tried 
and  proved  preventive  against  one  of  the  most  killing  diseases  in  young  children.  It  is  a sad  commentary  on 
parenthood  when  after  a diphtheria  death  there  is  a transient  spurt  to  the  immunisation  centres. 


Under  5 years. 

5 to  14  years 

Cowes  ... 

...  32.9 

68.6 

Newport 

...  41.3 

87.0 

Ryde  ... 

...  24.2 

59.7 

Sandown-Shanklin  . . . 

...  48.4 

72.4 

Ventnor 

...  27.4 

61.5 

Isle  of  Wight  Rural  District 

42.9 

76.5 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

TABLE  VI.— SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  NEW  CASES  AND  THE  DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Age  Periods. 

NEW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Respiratory  System. 

Other  Forms. 

Respiratory  System. 

Other  Forms. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  

1—  

5—  

3 

2 

3 

9 

4 

3 

— 

— 

2 

10—  

2 

1 

5 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

15—  

3 

6 

1 

1 

— 

' 

1 

20—  

5 

10 

— 

. 

— 

^ “ 

— 

,y— = 

25—  

25 

13 

1 

— 

3 

3 

— 

35—  

20 

8 

— 

— 

7 

2 

1 

— 

45—  

15 

7 

1 

1 

9 

4 

— 

— 

55—  

3 

5 

— 

— 

5 

2 

. 

1 

65  and  upwards 

1 

4 

1 

1 

6 

5 

1 

Totals  1947 

77 

59 

18 

13 

30 

16 

2 

5 

Totals  1946 

63 

44 

8 

15 

18 

15 

3 

2 

These  figures  include  a few  patients  who  have  been  re-instated  on  the  register. 


Table  VI  shows  all  the  new  cases  and  includes  primary  notifications  101,  transfers  from  other  areas  45, 
information  gained  from  death  returns,  including  inward  transfers  10,  and  cases  replaced  on  the  register  because 
they  had  returned  to  the  Island  1 1 . 

The  primary  notifications  numbering  101  (76  and  83  for  the  two  preceding  years)  and  the  53  deaths  are  both 
considerably  up  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

A table  is  appended  showing  a ten  years’  survey  of  the  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  each  year, 
the  number  of  deaths  and  the  work  of  the  dispensary,  etc.  It  indicates  the  great  increase  in  the  work  of  the 
department  and  also  that  the  number  of  new  cases  and  deaths  are  both  tending  to  increase. 
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TABLE  VII.— A TEN  YEARS  SURVEY  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 


1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

New  patients  examined  ... 

270 

228 

1 192 

198 

225 

323 

572 

666 

616 

742 

Attendances  at  Dispensary 

623 

437 

400 

349 

420 

720 

912 

1198 

1318 

1406 

Home  Visits  paid  try  Tuberculosis 
Officer 

159 

76 

79 

88 

60 

54 

48 

32 

84 

84 

X-Ray  Examinations 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

870 

1284 

1415 

1570 

2018 

Number  of  Patients  on  the  Dispen- 
sary Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year : — 

Pulmonary  disease 

233 

230 

278 

235 

256 

291 

326 

395 

386 

417 

Non-pulmonary  disease 

109 

111 

68 

119 

116 

105 

95 

73 

106 

120 

Total 

342 

341 

346 

354 

372 

396 

421 

468 

492 

537 

Number  of  Patients  on  the  District 
Tuberculosis  Registers  at  the 
end  of  the  year  : — 

Pulmonary  disease 

321 

328 

342 

344 

369 

393 

429 

464 

487 

517 

Non-pulmonary  disease 

123 

128 

128 

149 

148 

137 

135 

136 

145 

158 

Total  ... 

444 

456 

470 

493 

517 

530 

564 

600 

632 

675 

Number  of  New  Notifications 
received  during  the  year  (in- 
cluding cases  transferred  from 
the  mainland)  : — 

Pulmonary  disease 

74 

83 

69 

59 

90 

103 

108 

98 

90 

118 

Non-pulmonary  diseases 

24 

23 

19 

28 

32 

16 

20 

13 

18 

28 

Total 

98 

106 

88 

87 

122 

119 

128 

111 

108 

146 

Number  of  Deaths 

Pulmonary  disease 

41 

33 

44 

35 

30 

32 

37 

24 

33 

46 

Non-pulmonary  disease 

9 

9 

6 

5 

10 

7 

7 

2 

5 

7 

Total 

50  ! 

1 

42 

50 

40 

40 

39  1 

44 

26 

38 

53 

TABLE  VIII — Summary  of  Tuberculosis  Registers  showing  that  there  were  632  cases  on  the  Registers  on 
the  1st  January  and  675  on  the  31st  December,  1947. 


Note. — This  table  does  not  included  the  deaths  of  persons  not  previously  notified  as  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and 
therefore  not  on  the  registers  ; hence  the  apparent  discrepancy  as  regards  new  cases  when  tables  VI  and  VIII 
are  compared. 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Total. 

Number  of  Patients. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

On  Register  at  end  of  1946 

289 

198 

70. 

75 

359 

273 

Added  during  1947  (new  cases) 

37 

36 

17 

11 

54 

47 

Cases  removed  from  other  areas 

30 

15 

— 

— 

30 

15 

Old  cases  left,  re-admitted 

5 

5 

— 

1 

5 

6 

Old  ‘Cured’  re-admitted 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Old  ‘Mistaken  diagnosis’  re-admitted  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gross  Total 

361 

254 

87 

87 

448 

341 

Removed  to  other  areas  during  1947 
Removed — ‘ Lost  sight  of  ’ 

18 

17 

2 

2 

20 

19 

3 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

Removed — Diagnosis  unconfirmed 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Removed  from  Register  as  being  ‘Cured’ 

4 

5 

7 

3 

11 

8 

Died  during  1947 

*26 

*15 

— 

2 

26 

17 

Died  from  other  diseases 

4 

3 

— 

— 

4 

3 

Totals  to  be  removed  from  Register 

57 

41 

9 

7 

66 

48 

Number  on  Register  at  the  end  of  1947 

304 

213 

78 

80 

382 

293 

*One  notified  pulmonary  male  and  two  notified  pulmonary  females  cases  died  from  pulmonary  disease. 
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The  whole-time  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  who  commenced  duty  on  June  2nd,  1947,  paid  551  observation 
visits  during  the  year  and  the  district  nurses  1,312  observation  and  nursing  visits. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  537  (492)  patients  on  the  Dispensary  Register,  417  suffering  from  pulmonary 
disease  and  120  from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis.  Of  the  total  number  437  were  adults  and  100  were  children 
under  15  years  of  age.  A further  47  persons  were  under  observation  at  the  end  of  the  year  pending  diagnosis 
making  a total  of  584  on  the  dispensary  books. 

The  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  dispensary  including  X-Ray  attendances  was  3,508  as  .against  2,972, 
2,645  and  1,651  for  the  previous  three  years.  This  shows  how  the  work  in  the  dispensary  has  more  than  doubled 
itself  in  three  years. 

The  number  of  new  persons  examined  was  742  (616  and  666)  of  whom  41  were  transferred  from  other  areas. 
Of  the  742  examined,  of  whom  195  (131,  159)  were  contacts,  148  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 
Of  these  123  were  pulmonary  and  25  non-pulmonary  and  the  total  number  was  composed  of  65  men,  48  women, 
17  boys  and  18  girls. 

The  number  of  X-Ray  examinations  made  under  the  tuberculosis  scheme  was  2,018  (1570,  and  1,415)  : 
1,573  of  these  were  for  diagnosis  or  as  a guide  to  treatment  and  445  were  of  contacts. 

The  work  at  the  X-Ray  Department  is  concerned  not  only  with  tuberculosis  but  includes  all  classes  of 
X-Ray  work  and  so  greatly  has  this  work  increased  that  the  plant  has  outgrown  its  present  accommodation. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  the  new  premises  were  ready  and  at  the  time  of  writing  all  the  X-Ray  work  is  being  done 
at  the  new  clinic  in  Parkhurst  Road. 

Maintenance  allowances  are  made  under  the  Ministry’s  scheme  to  certain  patients  with  tuberculosis  of 
the  lung  and  the  payments  during  the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1948,  amounted  to  £1,038  11s.  Id. 
(£959  16s.  4d.)  to  26  patients.  On  April  1st,  1948,  12  patients  were  receiving  allowances. 

During  the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1948,  a daily  ration  of  milk  was  given  to  patients,  for  periods 
varying  from  4 weeks  to  52  weeks.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  13  patients  were  receiving  grants,  6 were 
added  during  the  year,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year,  7 were  in  receipt  of  milk. 

TABLE  IX.— SHOWING  THE  TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  PATIENTS  TREATED  AT  VARIOUS 
SANATORIA  AND  HOSPITALS  DURING  1947. 


Sanatorium  or  Hospital. 

Resident  at 
beginning  of 
year. 

Admissions 
during  year. 

Discharges 
during  year 
(inc.  Deaths). 

Remaining 
end  of  year. 

Longford  Sanatorium 

24 

103 

84 

43 

Royal  Sea  Bathing  Hospital,  Margate  . . . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Lord  Mayor  Treloar  Hospital  Alton 

5 

2 

1 

6 

Royal  National  Hospital,  Ventnor 

1 

7 

7 

1 

Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital  ... 

— 

1 

I 

— 

Park  Prewitt  Hospital,  Basingstoke 

1 

1 

— 

Royal  West  Hants  Hospital,  Boscombe  ... 

— 

2 

2 

— 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Parkhurst  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Royal  I.W.  County  Hospital,  Ryde 

-— 

1 

-1 

1 

Morland  Hall,  Alton 

2 

3 

3 

2 

Brompton  Hospital,  London 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Clinique  Alexandre,  Leysin,  Switzerland 

1 

• 

— - 

1 

Royal  National  Hospital,  Bournemouth 

1 

1 

2 

— 

Great  Ormond  Street  Hospital,  London 

— 

1 

1 

Totals 

36 

124 

104 

56 

Details  of  the  patients  treated  at  Longford  Sanatorium  are  as  follows  : — 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

In  residence  on  31st  December,  1946 

16 

6 

2 

24 

Admitted  during  the  year 

27 

34 

42 

103 

Discharged  during  the  year 

17 

22 

32 

71 

Died  during  the  year 

7 

6 

— 13 

In  residence  on  31st  December,  1947 

20 

13 

10 

43 

The  average  duration  of  stay  of  the  71  patients  discharged  from  Longford  was  137  days  (108  in  1946)  but 
this  includes  the  observation  as  well  as  the  diagnosed  cases.  Twenty- two  of  the  71  (1  adult  and  21  children) 
were  admitted  for  observation  for  the  purpose  of  diagnosis  and  on  discharge  were  classified  as  follows  : — 

The  1 adult,  a male,  was  classed  as  non- tuberculous  and  of  the  21  children,  19  were  classed  as  non- 
tuberculous,  1 was  transferred  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  1 was  discharged  for  dispensary  observation. 

Of  the  49  definitely  diagnosed  cases  discharged,  the  average  duration  of  stay  was  158.7  days  (139.7).  In 
12  the  disease  was  classified  as  quiescent,  32  still  had  active  disease  although  many  of  them  had  improved  and  5 
were  transferred  to  other  hospitals,  4 to  the  Royal  National  Hospital,  Ventnor,  and  1 to  the  Royal  West  Hants 
Hospital,  Boscombe. 

No  patients  were  admitted  during  the  year  from  the  London  County  Council  but  9 (2  women  and  7 children) 
were  admitted  from  the  Portsmouth  area.  Tnree  of  the  children  were  discharged  leaving  the  2 adults  and  4 
children  on  December  31st. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

TABLE  X.— RELATING  TO  ALL  PERSONS  WHO  WERE  TREATED  AT  THE  TREATMENT 
CENTRE  AT  NEWPORT  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  THE  31st  DECEMBER,  1947. 


Syphilis. 

Soft  Chancre. 

Gonorrhoea. 

Cond 

other 

Vent 

itions 

than 

real. 

Total. 

1 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

1.  No.  of  cases  who,  on  the  1st 
Jan.,  1947,  were  under 
treatment  or  observation 
for 

14 

21 

1 

7 

18 

4 

4 

26 

43 

2.  Old  patients  readmitted 
during  year 

1 m 1 

4 

S-  1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

7 

3.  Number  dealt  with  during 
the  year  in  the  out-patient 
Clinic  for  the  first  time  and 
found  to  be  suffering  from 

4 

12 

15 

19 

42 

44 

61 

75 

4.  Number  of  cases  trans- 
ferred from  other  areas  . . . 

10 

2 

— 

— 

3 

1 

3 

— 

16 

3 

Total 

28 

39 

1 

— 

25 

41 

49 

48 

103 

128 

5.  Number  of  cases  dis- 
charged from  the  out- 
patient Clinic  after  com- 
pletion of  treatment  and 
final  tests  of  cure  or  after 
diagnosis  as  non-venereal 

I 

18 

1 

12 

27 

41 

48 

55 

93 

6.  Number  of  cases  which 
ceased  to  attend  the  out- 
patient Clinic  before  com- 
pletion of  treatment  for  . . . 

6 

10 

4 

5 

10 

15 

7.  Number  of  cases  under 
treatment  or  observation 
which  died 

1 

1 

8.  Number  of  cases  which 
ceased  to  attend  after  com- 
letion  of  treatment,  but 
before  final  tests  as  to  cure 
of  . . . 

9.  Number  of  cases  trans- 
ferred to  other  treatment 
Centres  or  to  Institutions 
or  to  care  of  Private  Practi- 
tioners 

3 

— 

— 

5 

2 

— 

— 

8 

2 

10.  Number  of  cases  who,  on 
the  31st  December,  1947, 
were  under  treatment  or 
observation  for 

17 

11 

4 

7 

8 

29 

18 

Total — Items  5,  6,  7,  8,  9 and  10 

28 

39 

1 

— 

25 

41 

49 

48 

103 

128 

1 1 . Out-patient  attendances — 
(a)  For  individual  atten- 
tion by  the  Medical 
Officer 

160 

221 

1 

76 

208 

90 

145 

327 

574 

(, b ) For  intermediate 

treatment,  e.g.,  irriga- 
tion, dressings,  etc. 

12.  Total  number  of  persons 
admitted  for  treatment 
during  the  year  ... 

1 

3 

5 

2 

1 

10 

13.  Aggregate  number  of  “In- 
patient days”  of  treatment 
given  to  persons  who  were 
suffering  from 

185 

24 

40 

16 

185 

80 

14.  Number  of  cases  treated 
with  penicillin 

1 

4 

— 

— 

17 

16 

4 

2 

22 

22 

11 


15. 


Microscopical 

Serum 

Others 

for 

Cultural 

Cerebro 

diagnosis 

Syphilis. 

Gonorr- 

Gonorr- 

Syphilis. 

Gonorr- 

Spinal 

of 

Examination  of  pathological  material : 

hoea. 

rhoea. 

rhoea. 

fluid. 

Venereal 

Disease. 

(a)  Specimens  which  were  exam- 
ined at,  and  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of,  the  Treatment  Centre 

— 

116 

— 

— 

— 

— - \ 

(b)  Specimens  from  persons  attending 

at  the  Treatment  Centre  which 
were  sent  for  examination  to  an 
approved  laboratory 

— 

270 

— 

295 

— ' 

4 

— 

It  will  be  seen  by  Table  X that  231  cases  attended  the  clinics,  136  for  the  first  time  and  that  901  attendances 
were  made.  Of  these,  148  were  discharged  cured,  10  completed  treatment  but  ceased  to  attend  before  final 
tests  of  cure,  25  ceased  to  attend  before  completion  of  treatment,  none  were  transferred  to  other  centres,  1 baby 
with  congenital  syphilis  died  while  under  treatment,  leaving  47  attending  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Under  Regulation  33B,  1 person,  a woman,  was  notified  as  being  the  infecting  partner  of  a patient  suffering 
from  venereal  disease  and  was  persuaded  to  attend  the  clinic.  Six  other  contacts  were  persuaded  to  attend 
by  original  patients. 

CANCER. 

One  hundred  and  forty-four  patients  were  referred  to  the  radiotherapist  in  1947.  This  is  an  increase  of 
5 over  the  1946  figures.  The  number  of  re-attendances  was  708  (an  increase  of  4)  and  so  the  total  attendances 
amounted  to  852. 

The  number  of  patients  receiving  in-patient  treatment  at  Southampton  Centre  was  86  of  whom  28  were 
re-admissions  (15  in  the  same  year  and  13  from  the  previous  year)  and  3 remained  in  hospital  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  The  total  number  of  in-patient  days  was  1,069  and  at  the  out-patient  department  65  patients  attended 
making  129  attendances. 

In  the  County  Hospital,  Ryde,  there  were  on  the  1st  January,  2 patients  suffering  or  suspected  to  be  suffering 
from  cancer  and  54  were  admitted  during  the  year  : 45  were  discharged,  6 died  and  5 remained  in  the  hospital 
on  the  31st  December.  Fifteen  patients  attended  at  the  Out-Patient  Department. 

At  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Newport,  there  were  8 patients  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  33  were  admitted  : 
7 were  discharged,  28  died  and  6 were  in  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Cancer  caused  202  deaths  in  1947  as  against  186  and  185  in  the  two  previous  years. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY. 

During  the  year  the  laboratory  at  the  Royal  I.W.  County  Hospital  became  associated  with  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  and  arrangements  were  made  for  the  bulk  of  the 
specimens  formerly  examined  at  the  Council’s  Laboratory  in  Newport  to  be  sent  to  the  Central  laboratory  at 
Ryde.  Arrangements  were  also  made  with  that  laboratory  for  a laboratory  technician  to  attend  at  the  County 
Hall  laboratory  once  per  week  for  convenience  of  the  doctors  in  Newport,  Cowes  and  the  West  Wight. 

There  was  694  (1,442)  specimens  examined  during  the  year  as  follows: — Sputum  for  tubercle  bacilli, 
306  (540),  156  positive,  150  negative  ; other  specimens  for  tubercle  bacilli  10,  4 positive  and  6 negative  ; swabs 
for  diphtheria  bacilli  119  (184),  15  positive,  104  negative  ; blood  for  widal  reactions,  none  (4)  ; smears  for 
gonococci  124  (465),  37  positive,  87  negative  ; and  other  examinations  135  (247).  In  addition,  as  stated  in 
a previous  section,  1,057  milk  samples  were  examined. 


X-RAY  TREATMENT,  ST.  MARY’S  HOSPITAL. 


Apart  from  the  figures  giving  details  of  X-Ray  examinations  taken  in  connection  with  the  Tuberculosis 
Scheme  and  already  included  in  the  tuberculosis  section  of  this  report,  there  were  in  addition  1,503  X-Ray 
examinations  made.  Details  of  these  are  as  follows  : — 


Private  patients  (referred  by  own  doctors) 

Mothers  and  children  under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  scheme 
School  children  under  Education  Committee’s  scheme 
Orthopaedic  cases  (patients  over  school  age) 

Public  Assistance  patients 

County  Mental  Hospital  patients 

Emigrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  


Total 


1192 

(888) 

116 

(76) 

127 

(44) 

13 

(9) 

23 

(49) 

24 

(27) 

8 

(0) 

1503(1093) 


The  total  number  examined  is  an  increase  of  410  over  the  previous  year. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. — Eighty-five  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise,  of 
whom  57  practised  throughout  the  year  and  28  for  part  of  the  year.  The  District  Nursing  Associations  with 
the  County  Nursing  Association  employ  32  regularly  and  there  were  at  the  end  of  the  year  5 in  St.  Mary’s 
Hospital,  3 in  the  County  Hospital,  1 in  the  Frank  James  Hospital,  21  in  Nursing  Homes  and  6 in  independent 
practice.  In  supervising  their  work,  1 10  routine  and  22  special  visits  of  enquiry  were  made. 

The  percentage  of  babies  born  at  home  in  1947  was  47.4  ; rather  higher  than  in  1946  (44.3).  When  the 
new  health  service  commences  the  demand  for  maternity  beds  will  grow  considerably  and  until  more  can  be 
provided  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  will  require  to  admit  only  for  medical  or  social  grounds.  If  the  projected 
domestic  help  scheme  is  a success  then  admissions  for  social  reasons  can  be  reserved  for  bad  housing  conditions. 

The  number  of  confinements  attended  by  the  midwives  was  1,720.  In  about  1,057  of  these  a doctor  was  also 
engaged  so  the  confinements  attended  as  midwifery  cases  numbered  about  663.  In  addition,  85  miscarriages 
were  attended  by  the  midwives,  69  of  these  as  maternity  nurses  assisting  the  doctors  and  16  as  midwifery  cases. 

The  midwives  notified  5 stillbirths,  8 deaths  of  child,  12  artificial  feeding,  11  performing  last  office  and  8 
liability  to  be  a source  of  infection  and  they  also  sent  notices  of  having  summoned  medical  help  in  222  instances. 
An  analysis  of  the  222  aid  forms  shows  that  2 were  for  the  mother  and  child,  34  were  for  the  child,  and  186 
were  for  the  mother.  Of  these  last,  25  were  for  complications  arising  during  pregnancy,  9 for  miscarriage  or 
threatened  miscarriage,  125  were  for  causes  arising  during  labour,  42  of  these  being  for  obstructed  or  delayed 
labour,  4 for  abnormal  presentations,  15  for  haemorrhage,  62  for  ruptured  perineum  and  2 for  other  causes 
during  labour,  and  27  for  causes  arising  after  labour. 

Financial  assistance  was  granted  towards  the  payment  of  home  helps  in  18  confinement  cases  (24)  and  in 
6 cases  domestic  help  was  paid  for. 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Care. — There  were  1,061  expectant  mothers  seen  by  the  district  nurse 
midwives,  an  average  of  5.4  times  each  and  the  independent  midwives  paid  3,225  visits  to  624  expectant  mothers 
which  was  an  average  of  5.2  visits  per  case.  These  figures  are  for  the  whole  Island,  including  Ryde. 

The  number  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended  the  ante-natal  clinics  was  401  (590)  and  a further  39 
(40)  mothers  were  seen  by  the  Medical  Officer  apart  from  the  clinics.  Seventy  one  mothers  were  examined 
post-natally,  39  at  the  clinics  and  32  at  home.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  Ryde  attendances  are  not  included 
in  these  clinic  figures  because  the  Ryde  Borough  is  a separate  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Authority. 

Maternity  Cases  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Parkhurst. — The  number  of  applications  for  beds  at  the 

maternity  block  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital  has  again  markedly  exceeded  the  number  of  places.  During  the  year  the 
County  Council  paid  for  1 9 cases  in  private  nursing  homes  because  of  insufficient  beds  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital. 

Patients  are  admitted  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital  when  necessary  for  ante-natal  treatment  as  well  as  for  their 
confinements.  The  total  number  of  maternity  admissions  during  the  year  was  199  (156)  of  which  31  were 
Public  Assistance  cases,  165  were  admitted  through  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  3 admissions  were  wives 
of  Servicemen  and  were  admitted  as  Service  cases  (1  of  these  patients  was  admitted  twice).  The  total  admissions 
include  5 patients  admitted  twice.  Fourteen  of  the  admissions  wrere  for  ante-natal  treatment  only  (12).  There 
were  178  births  in  the  hospital  during  the  year  of  which  4 (6)  were  stillbirths  and  174  (127)  live  births.  Four 
infants  died  within  ten  days  of  birth  (4).  The  average  duration  of  stay  in  hospital  of  all  the  patients 
(confinement  cases  and  ante-natal)  was  13.8  days  (16.2). 

Caesarian  Section. — Fifty-seven  of  the  births  on  the  Island  were  by  caesarian  section,  which  is  3.2  per 
cent  of  the  total  live  and  still  births.  This  compares  with  64  or  3.9  per  cent  in  1946,  49  or  3.4  per  cent  in  1945 
and  1944,  and  32  or  2.3  per  cent  in  1943.  Thirty-seven  of  these  57  operations  were  at  the  County  Hospital, 
13  at  the  Shanklin  Cottage  Hospital,  4 at  the  Frank  James  Hospital  and  the  remaining  3 were  in  a Nursing  Home. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — Fifteen  notifications  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  received  during  the  year  compared 
with  20  and  13  respectively  in  the  two  previous  years.  There  were  5 cases  in  the  Rural  District,  4 in  Sandown- 
Shanklin  Urban  District,  3 in  Newport  Borough,  2 in  Ryde  Borough  and  1 in  Ventnor  Urban  District.  Six 
cases  occurred  in  nursing  homes,  1 in  Shanklin  Cottage  Hospital  and  8 at  home.  Seven  of  these  patients  were 
admitted  to  the  infectious  Diseases  Hospital  at  Newport,  1 from  another  hospital,  2 from  a Nursing  Home  and 
4 from  their  own  homes.  The  7 patients  were  in  hospital  for  periods  varying  between  4 and  71  days  and 
averaging  20  days. 

Maternal  Deaths. — There  were  2 deaths  notified  by  the  Registrar  General  as  maternal  deaths.  One 
was  ruptured  ectopic  gestation  and  the  other  post  operative  shock  after  caesarian  section. 

Dental  Treatment. — During  the  calendar  year,  53  expectant  or  nursing  mothers  received  dental  treatment 
(48)  making  192  attendances  (186).  Twenty-five  dentures  were  supplied  and  contributions  towards  the  cost  of 
these  were  required  in  most  cases,  these  payments  being  assessed  on  a very  reasonable  scale.  Where  no  dentures 
are  needed  and  the  treatment  consists  only  of  extractions,  fillings,  etc.,  no  charge  is  made.  Only  1 1 children 
under  five  years  of  age  attended  these  sessions. 

Visual  Defects. — Seventeen  children  under  school  age  attended  the  eye  clinics  of  whom  7 were  fresh 
cases  and  10  were  re-examinations  of  children  seen  previously.  Two  children  had  spectacles  prescribed  ; 2 had 
spectacles  altered  ; 1 had  spectacles  renewed  ; in  6 the  glasses  previously  supplied  were  still  suitable  and 
6 did  not  require  spectacles.  One  child  was  referred  for  Orthoptic  Treatment. 
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Infant  Welfare  Centres. — All  the  populous  districts  have  centres  to  which  mothers  can  bring  their 
babies  and  young  children  for  advice  on  feeding  and  hygiene.  Here,  early  defects  which  might  later  cause 
crippling  or  abnormality  are  detected  and  suitable  action  taken.  There  are  18  of  these  centres  in  addition  to 
the  three  under  the  Ryde  Welfare  Authority.  At  all  of  them  orange  juice  and  cod  liver  oil  can  be  obtained. 
A Medical  Officer  attends  at  every  centre  on  fixed  days.  That  this  service  is  appreciated  is  shown  by  the 
increasing  number  of  attendances  each  year.  In  1947,  10,885  attendances  were  made,  7,179  of  these  being 
paid  by  infants  under  one  year  and  3,706  between  one  and  five  years. 

Care  of ‘Premature’  or  Underweight  Infants. — The  number  of  infants  born  in  the  Island  under  5|lbs. 
weight  was  89  (78),  which  is  5.0  per  cent  of  all  the  live  births  (4.8).  Thirty-nine  of  them  were  born  at  home, 
23  in  hospital  and  27  in  nursing  homes.  Twenty-one  of  the  89  died  within  four  weeks  of  birth  and  1 died  when 
aged  two  months.  Of  the  39  born  at  home,  9 died  and  30  were  alive  at  the  end  of  four  weeks.  Two  of  these 
children  were  removed  to  hospital  and  1 of  them  died  within  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  other  when  two  months 
old  ; 1 baby  was  transferred  to  a nursing  home  and  was  still  alive  at  the  end  of  the  month,  and  so  of  the  36 
nursed  entirely  at  home  7 died.  Of  the  23  born  in  hospital,  6 died  within  twenty-four  hours  of  birth,  1 died 
within  one  month  and  the  other  16  were  alive  and  doing  well  at  the  end  of  four  weeks.  Of  the  27  born  in 
nursing  homes,  2 died  with  twenty-four  hours,  3 died  within  a month,  and  22  were  alive  at  the  end  of  the  month. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. — The  Orthopaedic  Clinics  at  the  County  Hall,  Newport,  have  continued  with 
sessions  at  monthly  intervals  (with  the  exception  of  February,  April  and  August).  During  the  financial  year 
80  attendances  were  made  by  children  under  school  age. 

One  of  2 children  under  school  age  who  was  receiving  treatment  in  Alton  Hospital  at  the  end  of  1946  for 
congenital  dislocation  of  the  hip,  was  discharged  in  March,  1947,  after  a stay  of  two  years  eleven  weeks.  The 
other  child  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report  as  still  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year  on  account  of  congenital 
dislocation  of  the  left  hip,  continued  to  receive  treatment  in  hospital  throughout  the  year. 

Eight  children  (4  girls  and  4 boys)  were  admitted  to  Alton  Hospital  during  the  year. 


The  defects  from  which  the  children  suffered  were  : — 
Knock  Knees 

Congenital  dislocation  of  hip 
Cleft  Palate 

Cleft  Palate  with  Hare  Lip 
Hare  Lip  


Boys  Girls 

— 1 

— 2 

1 1 

2 

1 — 


Three  of  these  children,  all  girls,  were  still  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  remainder  of  the 
children  were  discharged  after  treatment  lasting  from  fifteen  to  thirty  days. 


One  boy,  suffering  from  congenital  dislocation  of  the  hip  received  treatment  at  the  St.  Vincent  Orthopaedic 
Hospital,  Middlesex,  for  a period  of  eighteen  days  in  December,  1947. 

Infant  Life  Protection. — The  changes  in  the  Children  Act  Register  during  the  twelve  months  ended 


31st  December,  1947,  are  as  follows  : — 

On  Register,  1st  January,  1947  24 

Added  during  the  year  1 947  ...  17 

41 

Removed  during  1947  ......  30 

To  care  of  relations  ...  9 

Legally  adopted  ...  ...  4 

Over  9 years  of  age  ...  — 

Left  Island  ...  ...  ...  15 

To  Public  Assistance  Insti- 
tution, Forest  House, 

Newport  ...  ...  2 

On  Register,  31st  December,  1947  11 


These  numbers  are  for  the  whole  of  the  Island  except  the  Borough  of  Ryde.  During  the  year,  62  visits  of 
inspection  were  made  to  these  children,  13  by  the  medical  officers,  49  by  the  health  visitors. 


